
WORLD POLITICS
INTRODUCTION



WHY DO WE STUDY IT?

• Rabbi Ben Zion Uziel. What was his story?

• To prepare for the worst, and hope for the best

• Peoples, countries, all have unique interests, interactions, 
and institutions…. yet we all now share the same finite 
planetary resources.

• “We study world politics because the bad things in the 
world distress us and because the good things give us 
hope that, through understanding and effort, the world 
could be a better place.”



QUICK SIDENOTE ON RESOURCES…. AND OUR PLANET

• From the NYT: Global temperatures have 
continued to rise, making 2016 the hottest 
year on the historical record and the third 
consecutive record-breaking year, scientists 
say. Of the 17 hottest years ever recorded, 
16 have now occurred since 2000.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/01/18/science/earth/2016-hottest-year-on-record.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=span-ab-lede-package-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news


ITS (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) ALSO DEPRESSING

• “I should say, like some we have heard of; no, a dreary, desolate and, 
indeed, quite abject and distressing one; what we might call, by way 
of eminence, the dismal science “  -Thomas Carlyle

• Many agree that International Relations is also this… don’t mean to 
bum you out.

• Things are pretty bad though, aren’t they. What do you think?



AND YET….. THERE ARE SOME POSITIVES

• Since 1945, global violence 
has actually decreased… and 
in fact since day one (of 
civilization) violence is on the 
decline.

• Can you believe that?!

• Let’s FIND OUT

https://www.ted.com/talks/steven_pinker_on_the_myth_of_violence


THE BOOKS 12 PUZZLES

• These are the most compelling and signature issues faced by 
International Relations scholars.

• We don’t have time in this class to do all 12. I wish we could.

• Let’s review them. We will likely only do 5 or 6.

• There is also the history chapter and the chapter on Interests, 
Interactions & Institutions



DURING AND AFTER EACH PUZZLE, WE TRY TO SOLVE THEM.

• What’s a THEORY?

• What are INTERESTS, INTERACTIONS, and INSTITUTIONS? This is the foundational framework of the 
book. 

• BARGAINING

• COOPERATION



LEVELS OF ANALYSIS

• International Level

• Domestic Level

• Transnational Level



OUR BOOK INTRODUCES THE 3 IR SCHOOLS OF 
THOUGHT, THEN SAYS IT WON’T USE THEM

• Realism: Relies on 2 major beliefs: 1) States are the dominant actors, and 2) world politics is defined by 
anarchy. The state of nature is war, or the fear of war.

• Liberalism: There are many different types of actors on the international stage, places more importance 
on internal factors (to state interests), and actors desire wealth. They are more optimistic…

• Constructivism: Like liberals except that they focus on different priorities for states…. Ideas, culture, 
norms… (instead of wealth).



1. GIVEN THE COSTS OF WAR, WHY DO COUNTRIES 
WAGE IT?

• Game theory might help answer that….



2. IS WAG THE DOG REAL?? (DOMESTIC POLITICS & 
WAR)

• Remember the Maine…..

• 54’40” or Fight!

• Tippecanoe & Tyler Too….

• Iwo Jima



WHY IS IT SO HARD FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY TO CONTROL THE WORLD?

• UN anyone?



WHY IS SO MUCH VIOLENCE PERPETRATED BY NON-
STATE ACTORS?



WHY ARE TRADE BARRIERS SO COMMON?




